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clouds, of which, people are glad to clear their
horizon.

Let us mention another anomaly, not less glaring,
created by the capitulations, and kept up by the
various interests which it protects by implication,
and one quite as fruitful in shocking abuses as the
preceding ones. We mean the administration of
justice in its different branches, with regard to the
European community.

About seventeen powers are represented at Con-
stantinople by seventeen ministers, who themselves
are more or less represented by as many consuls-
general, consuls, vice-consuls, and infinitesimal
agents, posted from Trebizond to Smyrna, from
Bey rout to Alexandria, from Cairo to Jidclah, from
Suez to Damietta and Rosetta, &c. &c. If railways
and electric telegraphs, those extended roots of the
great tree of modern civilisation, have in some
measure lowered the selfish barriers which formerly
hindered the mutual relations between the states of
Europe, human reason does not seem to have kept
pace with locomotives and electric wires. Each
state has carefully preserved its abuses, its usages,
its language, and its laws; and the tower of Babel,
instead of having fallen into ruin, still dominates
over the East in its whole extent. Seventeen con-
sulates, seventeen different jurisdictions, legislations,